
Typically British, this new MGA wjll almost certainly
beas popular in foreign markets as the previolls models

IN the tradition of maintaining the breed, the new M.G.
MGA 1600 is a direct successor to the MGA which, in
its comparatively short existence, has become one of the

most popular sports cars not only in England but also
abroad. Indeed, as a dollar earner there are few cars which
have done betteL This new MGA is virtually identical
except for an increase in engine capacity, the adoption of
dISCbrakes at the front, and minor restyling attention to the
body, including little 1600 motifs secured at either side near
the bonnet louvres and on the boot lid.

With an engine capacity of 1,.588 C.c. in place of 1,489 c.c.,
the gross power has been raised from 72 b.h.p. at 5,500
r.p.m. to 79.5 b.h.p. at 5,600 Lp.m. The effect of this in-
crease is apparent as soon as one starts to drive the car, and
there is no need of a stop-watch for evidence of the enhanced
performance. Acceleratlon figures have improved over
those of ~.he pfevious model, and this is particularly notice-
able in top gear at the higher cruising speeds. The figure
for 50-70 m.p.h. in top gear has improved by almost 2sec,
and the 60-80 m.p.h. figure by over 3sec. The car is capable
of holding a genuine 100 m.p.h., but after several flat-out
laps on a high-speed circuit it was noticed that the oil
pressure was gradually dropping.

At 80 m.p.h., which appears very quickly cn the quite
accurate speedometer, the car moves happily at a natural
and comfortable gait. There was a tendency for the engine
of the test car to become rough and to vibrate at about 5,000
Lp.m., but if the throttle pedal was held down this dis-
appeared as engine speed continued to mount. Members
of the staff with experience of the previous MGA feel the
more powerful engine to be rather more noisy and harsh.
This is unlike1.y to deter the true sports car enthusiast; nor
is the. exhaust note. \Vhile not obtrusive at lower engine
speeds, at 4,000 Lp.m. and above it is, perhaps, a little loud
for tOwn use, although the occupants of the car do not suffer
from this so much as onlookers.

One of the greatest advantages of the new MGA is that
the increased power has improved the flexibility of the
engine, and where previously onc had to use first and second
while crawling in heavy traffic, one can now employ second
and third gears quite comfortably. In fact, it was found that
the car would pull away from under 10 m.p.h. in top gear,
though, of course, it is unlikely that any driver of this type
of car would do so.

One has to pay a price for these various benefits in a
sliahtlv areater fud consumption-24 m.p.g. overall for the
1.590 ~1ires of the test. A gentle touring consumption which

Increasedin capacity by 82 C.c. and in power by 7.5 b.h.p., the 1600
MGA engine appears identical with its predecessor
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. involved keeping the speed below 60 m.p.h. and avoiding
high engine "peeds in the intermediate gears returned a
figure better than 31 m.p.g. During the test the car used
three pints of engine oil, and the radiator needed con,sider-
able topping-up on twO occasions.

When the car was delivered, the gear box proved to be
extremely stiff; quite often it was necessary to employ both
hands to engage reverse gear, and more effort than expected
was required to select the other gears. Towards the end
of the test, however, the movemem had freed itself quite
considerably, and it was obvious that in a thousand miles
or so this would be a pleasant box to manipulate. Ratios
are the same ;JSthose on the 1500 MGA, and one gained the
impression that this car could have coped adequately with
a slightly higher final drive ratio. Smooth to operate, the
hydraulically actuated clutch could contend comfortably with
violent acceleration from a standstill with a minimum of
slip.

While our previous experience of the MGA left us in
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